508            Pembroke College common room.      [A.D. 177&.
' They are in the right, Sir: there can be no real conversation, no fair exertion of mind amongst them, if the young men are by; for a man who has a character does not choose to stake it in their presence.' BOSWELL. ' But, Sir, may there not be very good conversation without a contest for superiority^?' JOHNSON. 'No animated conversation, Sir, for it cannot be but one or other will come off superiour. .1 do not mean that the victor must have the better of the argument, for he may take the weak side; but his superiority of parts and knowledge will necessarily appear: and he to whom he thus shews himself superiour is lessened in the eyes of the young men1. You know it was sa.id,"Mallt'm cum Scaligero errare quam cum Clamo rccfe sapere*." In the same manner take Bentley's and Jason de Nores' Comments upon Horace, you will admire Bentley more when wrong, than Jason when right.'
We walked with Dr. Adams into the master's garden, and into the common room. JOHNSON, (after a reverie of meditation.) 'Ay! Here I used to play at draughts with Phil. Jones8 and Fludyer. Jones loved beer, and did not get very
dinner. This liberty they seldom availed themselves of, except on the occasion of Mr. White's visits ; for such, was his happy manner of telling a story that the room was always filled when he was there.' He died in 1793.
1 ' So different are the colours of life as we look forward to the future, or backward to the past, and so different the opinions and sentiments which this contrariety of appearance naturally produces, that the conversation of the old and young ends generally with contempt or pity on either side. . . . One generation is always the scorn and wonder of the other; and the notions of the old and young are like liquors of different gravity and texture which never can unite.' The Rambler, No. 69.
a ' It was said of a dispute between two mathematicians," malim cum Scaligero errare quam cum Clavio recte sapcre," that " it was more eligible to go wrong with one than right with the other." A tendency of the same kind every mind must feel at the perusal of Dryden's prefaces and Rymer's discourses.' Johnson's Works,v\\. 303.
s 'There is evidence of Phil. Jones's love of beer; for we find scribbled at the end of the college buttery-books," O yes, O yes, come forth, Phil. Jones, and answer to your charge for exceeding the batells."
forward l» \v«M<>e tSu»n Jinollter.'
